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throughout  the world. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including 

academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers.  

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s cent res receive the 

support  they need to help them  deliver their  educat ion and t raining 

program m es to learners.  

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our website at  www.edexcel.com .  

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  the content  of this 

Exam iners’ Report  that  require the help of a subject  specialist , you m ay find 
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Ask The Expert  can be accessed online at  the following link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / Aboutus/ contact -us/   

 

Alternat ively, you can contact  our Languages Advisor direct ly by sending an 

em ail to Alistair  Drewery on 

LanguagesSubjectAdvisor@EdexcelExperts.co.uk.   

You can also telephone 0844 576 0035 to speak to a m em ber of our subject  

advisor team . 
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Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

This year saw a significant  increase in the ent r ies for the I nternat ional GCSE 

speaking exam inat ion, part icular ly from  UK based cent res.  The m ajority of 

the candidates had been well prepared for the exam inat ion and coped well 

with the dem ands of the test .   All five Topic Areas were well represented 

and the m ost  popular choice for the init ial prepared conversat ion was Hom e 

and Abroad.  Som e of the m ore able candidates chose The Modern World 

and the Environm ent  and it  was a pleasure to listen to m ature 

conversat ions on environm ental issues and current  affairs.  Candidates 

often brought  or iginal responses and creat ivity into their  opening 

conversat ions and the bet ter students were able to m aintain the com plexity 

of language and r ichness of vocabulary into the rem aining two dialogues.   

The weaker students showed a m arked decline in abilit y once the opening 

presentat ion had been com pleted. 

 

Con d u ct  o f  t h e Sp eak in g  Ex am in at ion s 

 

At  t im es there was a lack of variety in tenses, even with the good 

candidates, in all three conversat ions.  I nform at ive conversat ions that  

cent red on a photograph or a picture often focused on quest ions and 

answers in the present  tense, although a good tact ic em ployed by som e 

Teacher Exam iners was to ask the candidate to speculate what  had 

happened before the picture was taken and what  they thought  would 

happen afterwards.  The Teacher Exam iner’s role in using an appropriate 

quest ioning technique is cr it ical if candidates are to be given the opportunity 

to dem onst rate their  abilit y.  The bet ter candidates can be st retched by 

asking challenging and probing quest ions whereas som e cent res failed to 

br ing out  the best  in their  weaker candidates by asking inappropriately 

com plex quest ions and by insist ing on an answer from  a candidate who is 

st ruggling to understand the im plicat ions of the quest ion, let  alone fram e a 

reply.  Som e init ial presentat ions were too long, in one case allowing 

candidates to spend up to two m inutes to deliver a m onologue. 

 

Som e very high abilit y candidates were very successful in dem onst rat ing 

regular com petence in using the subjunct ive.  With others it  was obvious 

that  set  expressions had been pre- learnt  and the subjunct ive had been 

inst illed so that  it  was repeated in exact ly the sam e expressions.  There 

were few poor scores in the exam inat ion and by far the m ajor ity of 

candidates were able to speak confident ly and spontaneously using accurate 

language in a range of t im e fram es. 

 

The exam s were generally conducted in a fr iendly and encouraging m anner 

and the candidates were st retched to their  linguist ic ceilings with 

unprepared quest ions interspersed with a m ore standardised set  of 

quest ions around fam iliar topics. I t  is im portant  not  to interrupt  the 

candidates in m id- flow, part icular ly in order to correct  them , and Teacher 

Exam iners should refrain from  cast ing overly subject ive judgm ents not  in 

keeping with a norm al conversat ion. Sim ilar ly closed quest ions should be 

avoided for all but  the very weakest  of the candidates.  I t  is also im portant  

to listen to what  the candidate is saying rather than rely exclusively on a 

prepared set  of quest ions which tends to turn the dialogue into a quest ion 



 

and answer session rather than a natural conversat ion.  Teacher Exam iners 

should also take care to ensure that  their  own use of language is accurate 

since candidates often repeat  the m istakes in their responses.  This is 

especially cr it ical for dual language teachers, who need to ensure that  no 

undue influence from  their  other language affects their  own perform ance in 

Spanish;  this is especially im portant  when the vocabulary of the other 

language is sim ilar to the Spanish.   The exam inat ion should be com pleted 

within the prescribed t im e lim it  of ten m inutes;  a fair  num ber of cent res 

st rayed well over the allot ted t im e.   Teacher Exam iners should rem em ber 

that  exam inat ions that  are too long or too short  are self-penalising. 

 

Ad m in ist r a t ion  o f  t h e Ex am in at ion  

   

Adm inist rat ion was carr ied out  efficient ly and effect ively by m ost  cent res 

and it  is good to see an increase in the use of digital recordings on CD or 

m em ory st ick.  These are generally far clearer and sharper and m ore user-

fr iendly than tape casset tes.   I t  is im portant , however, to ensure that  the 

CDs are correct ly labelled so that  it  is clear which candidate’s recording is 

on which t rack.   A few cent res failed to photocopy both sides of the m ark 

sheet  – pages 41 and 42 of the Specificat ion and this resulted in 

unnecessary and t im e-consum ing ext ra work for the exam iners who had to 

draw the gr ids on the front  of the single m ark sheet  subm it ted.  I t  is 

im portant  to protect  the CDs adequately in t ransit ;  while bubble wrap is 

useful, it  is no guarantee of protect ion whereas som e stout  card will prevent  

the CD from  distort ion.   

 

The exam iners were im pressed by the standard of the candidates and the 

quality of the exam inat ions and cent res are to be congratulated on the 

levels of linguist ic com petence dem onst rated by the great  m ajority of their  

students and by the professionalism  with which the exam s were conducted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx
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